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STRANGE PEOPLE AND
WAYS,

Bynopsals, - 'i'ht-_mll?mr telle of hix

acquaintanca with the hero of one
of the most repinriable adventures
aver trecorded. From a manuscript
laft by His (rlend he hns vividly set
out “the strangs happenings which
brought together & bruve Virginis
gontleman and a Princess af Mars
In tha Arigota hills John Carter
mining prospector and sx-Confed.
erate moldler, Neelng from n wWir
party of Apaches, taken refugs In
n enave the atmosphers of whicd

hapr a remarkable Mect on him
Yielding to its Influence he sinks
Into unConACiouNneEE, his Iaut

thoughts centered on the glow fron
the planet Mars, Awaking, Carter
roilizen that he has, in some in-
compreheansibie manner, heen trans
ported to Marn

CHPATER Il—Continued,
il

The roof of the
folld ginss nbout four or five Inches
In thickness, and henesth this were
sevornl hundred Inrge eggs, perfect)y
vound und snowy white, The eggs
were nearly uniform in =izge, bheing
ahout two and one-half feet In dlame.
ter,

IMive or slx hind
and the grotesque cnrieatures which
st biinking In the sunlight were
enough Mo cause me o doubt my san-
fty. They eeemed mostly hend, with
Httle sernwny hodles, long necks and
six logs, or, as | aftorward lenrned,
1wo legs and twa arms, with an Inter
mediary pair of limbs which could be
uked at will elther as arms or legs,
Thelr syer were sot nt the extrome
slddes of thelr hends o teifle above the
center and protruded In such a4 man-
ner that they could be directed elther
forwird or back and nlso Indepenident-
Iy of encli other, thus permitting this
mqueer animal to look In any direction,
or fon two directions at once, without
the neecessity of turning the hoad

There was no halr on their bhodies,
which were of a very light yellow-
greeh color. In the adults, ns 1 wns
to learn quite soon, this color deepens
to an ollve green and 1s darker In the
male than in the female,

The Irie of the eyes I& blood red, as
In Albinos, while the pupll is dark.
The eyeball itself is very white, as
fre the teeth. These Intter add a most
feroclous appearnnce to an otherwise
fearsome and terrible countennnes, as
the lower tusks curve upwnrd to sharp
polnts which end about where the eyes
of earthly human belngs are located,
The whiteness of the teeth Is not that
of Ivory, but of the snowlest and most
gleaming of chinn,

1 was given but little time to speco-
Inte om the wonders of my new dis-
covery. 1 had seen that the eggs were
in the process of hatching, and as 1
stood watching the hideous 1ttle mon-
sters break from thelr shells I falled
to note the appronch of a score of
full-grown Martinns from belind me.

They might have captured me enslly,
but their Intentlons were far more
ginlater, It was the rattling of the
necoutrements of the foremost war-
rior which warned me. Had not the
rifle of the lender of the purty swung
from its fastenings beside his saddle
in such & way as to strike against the
butt of hiz great metal-shod spour 1
ghould bave snuffed out without ever
knowing that death was near me, But
the lttle sound cansed me to furn,
and there upon me, not ten feet from
my breast, was the polot of that huge
apear, n spear forty feat long, tipped
with gleaming metal, and held low at
the sjde of a mounted replien of the
Hetle devils 1 had been watehing,

But how puny and harmless they
now looked heslde this huge and ter.
rific Incarnation af hate, of vengeance,
and of death. The man himself, for
such I moy eall him, was fully fifteen

enclosiire wne n

alvendy  hatehed

feet In helght and, on earth, would
have welghed some four hundred
pounds,

And his mount! How can earthly
words deseribe [t! Tt towerid ten Teet
at the shoulder: had four legs on
elther slde; a broad flut wil, larger ot
the tip thun at the root, and which
it held stralght out behind while run.
ning: o gaplng mouth which split its
head from Its snout to I8 long, mus
slve neck.

Like I8 master, It was entirely de-
vold of balr, but wns of n durk sinte
volor abd exceeding smooth and glos.
wy. Its helly wns white and (ts logs
khnded from the slate of 1t shoulders
und hips to a vivid yellow at the feet.

Unarmed and naked us I was, the
first Inw of natore manifested jeself
in the only possible solution of my
Immadinte probiem, and that wis to
get out of the vicinlty of the point
of the churging spear. Consequently
I guve & very earthly and ut the same
thne superhuman leap to reach the
tors of the Martiun incubator, for such
T Iind determined It must be

My effort was crowned with n sues
cess which appalled me no leas than It
secined to surprise the Mactlap war-
rviors, for It carcied me fully thirty
feet into the alr and landed me a hunp-
dred feet feom my pursuers snd on
the opposite side of the enclosure,

I allghted upon the soft moxs easlly

without mishap, and turning saw

'y enewies lined up along the further

| wall Saome were surveving me with

expresslons which | afterward discov.

ered marked extreme astonishment,
nnud the others were evidently satis
fying themselves that I had not mo-

lestedd thetr young,

They were conversing together In
low tones, nud gesticnlating und polnt.
Ing toward me, Their discovery that
I had not harmed the little Martians
pnd that 1 was unharmed must have
enused them to look upon me with less
ferocity: bit, as T was 1o learn Inter,
the thing which welghad most in my
favor was my exhibition of hurdling.

While the Martlans are {mmbnse,
thelr hones nre very large and they
are muscled only In proportion to the
gravitation which they must pvercome,

The result Is that they are Infinitely
loss anglle and less powerful, in pro-
portion to thelr welght, thon an Farth
mun. and T doubt thoat wers one of
them snddenly 1o be trangported to
Earth he eould 11t his own welght
from the ground; In fact, I am con-
thnt he eonld not do so.

My fent, then, wns as marvelons tp-
on Mars g2 It would have been upon
Farth, and from desiring 1o annihilnte
e they suddenly looked upon e as
i wonderful disonvery to he ecaptured
eahibited smmong thele fellows
1 noted that wns nrmed with
other weppons In addition to
the hnge spear which T have described,
The weapon which cansed me to des
clde agninst an attempt ut escnpe hy
flight was what was evidently a rifle
of some deseription and which T felt,
for some renson, they were peculiarly
efMelent In handling.

Thege rifles were of a white metal
stocked with wood, which 1 learned
later was n very Heght and Intensely
hard growth muoch prized on Mars,
and entirely unknown to ns denizens
of Enrth, The metal of the barrel
i an alloy “omposed principally of
alhyminum and steel which they have
lenrned to temper to a hardness far
exceeding that of the sieel with which
we nre familinr, The welght of these,
rifles 18 comparatively litle, and with

vineed

mnel
ench
severnl

the small callber, explosive, radiuvm
projectiles which they use and the
great length of the barrel, they are

deadly In the extreme and at ranges
whieh would be unthinkable on Enrth.

The theoretic effective radlus of this
rifle |2 three hundred miles, but the
best they ean do o actunl service
when equipped with thelr wireless
finders and sighters |18 but a trifle
over two hundred mlles,

The Martians, after conversing for
n short time, turned and rode away
In the directlop from which they had
come, leaving one of thelr number
alone by the enclosure. When they
had coversd perhaps two  hundred
yards they halted and torning their
mounts townrd us sat watching the
wiurrlor by the enclosure.

When his force had come to a halt
he dismounted, threw down his spear
and small arms dnd eame around the
end of the Incubator toward me, en-
tirely unnrmed and as naked as 1,
exeept for the ornaments strapped op-
on his head, limbs and breast.

When he was within about fifty feet
of me he unclasped an enormouns met-
ul armlet and holding it toward me in
the open palm of his hand, addressed

“My Effort Was Crowned With a Sue.
cess Which Appalled Me No Less
Than It Seemed to Surprise the Mar.
tian Warriora™

me In a cléar, réesonnnt volee, but In
n language, It I8 needless to suy, |
vould not understand. He then stopped
ax  though walting for my reply,
pricking up his antennae-llke enrs and
coeking his strange-dooking eves still
further toward e,

Ag the sllence became palnful 1
concluded 1o hasard a ltths conversy
tlon on my own part, us 1 hna guessed

]Hlut he wns muking overtures of
peace,

Btretclilng my hand toward him 1
nfvanced and took the armlet from

his open palm, ¢lnsping It about my
arm shove the oibhow : smiled at him
and stood walting, [Ilis wide mouth
sprend Inte an answerlng smile, nnd
locking one of hig Intermediary arms
In miné we turned and walked back
toward his mount, At the same time
he motioned his followers to ndvance,

He exchnnged n few words with his
men, motioned to me that 1 would ride
hehind one of them, and then moonted
hir own anlmal., The fellow deslg.
nuted renched down two or three
hands nnd lifted me up behind him on
the glorsgy back of his monant, where
I hung on a8 best T could by the belts
and steaps which held the Moartian's
Wenpons amd ornpments,

The entire cavalende then
nnd gatoped away toward the
of hills In the distanee,

In & short time we gained the foot
of the mountulns, and after traversing
n' Narrow gorge came o an open vnl-
ley, nt the far extremity of which was
n low tableland npon which I beheld
clty, Townrd this we
galloped, entering It by what nppeared
to be a rained roandway  lending out
from the c¢lty, but only to the edge of
the tahleland, where It ended abrapt-
1y In a Alght of hroad steps,

Upon closer observation 1 saw AR
we  passed them  that the bulldings
wore deserted, and while not greatly
decnyed had the appearance of not
hnving bheen teannted for years, pos-
gibly for nges, Townrd the center of
the elty was a large plaza, and upon
thiz and In the bulldings immedintely
surrounding it were eamped some nine
or ten hundred creatures of the snme
breed ns my eaptors, for such | now
considered them, despite the sunve
manner in which I had heen trapped,

With the exception of thelr: orna-
ments all wore naked, The women
varied In appearnnce but little from
the men, except that their tusks were
mueh Inrger In proportion to thelr
helght, In some Instances curving near-
Iy to thelr high-seét ears. The adult
femules ranged In height from ten to
twelve feetf.

The children were lght in color,
even lighter than the women, and all
looked precigely allke to me, except
that seme were taller than others;
older, 1 presumed,

I saw no signs of extreme Age among
them, nor Is there any appreciable dif-
ference In thelr appearance from the
age of maturity, nbout forty, until, at
nbout the age of one thousand yenrs,
they go voluntarily upon their last
strange pilgrimage down the river Iss,
which leads no living Martian knows
whither and from whose hogom no
Martlan bhns ever returned, or would
be allowed to live did he return after
once embarking upon [te cold, dark
wnlers,

Ounly about one Martlan In a thou.
sand dies of sickness or disease, and
posgibly about twenty tunke the volun.
tary pligrimage, The other nine hun-
dred and seventy-nine die  violent
deaths In duels, in huanting, in aviation
and In war; but perhaps by far the
greatest death loss comes during the
age of childhood, when vast numbers
of the little Martians fall vietlms to
the greast white apes of Mars,

A8 we neared the plaza and my
presence was discovered we were lm-
medintely surrounded by hundreds of
the creatures, who seemed anxions (o
pluek me from my sent hehind the
guard. A word from the leader of the
party stilled thelr clamor, and we pro
ceaded nt a trot across the plaza to the
entrnnee of as magnificent an edifice
ag mortnl eve has rested upon,

The hmilding was iow, bhut eoverad
an enormous aren, It was constructed
of gleaming white marhle Inlnild with
gold and brilllant stones which spar
kled and scintillated in the sunlight.
There wans no stalrway, but a gentle
ineling to the Arst foor of the bullding
opened into an enormous chamber en
elreled by galleries,

On the floor af this chamber, which
was dotlied with highly carved wooden

turned
range

nn efnormons

desks and  chalrs, were agsembled
ahout forty or fifty male Martians
pround the steps of o rostrum.  On

the platform proper squatted an enor-
mous  warrlor heavily with
metnl ormaments, gay-colored feathers
and beautifully wrought leather trap
pings Ingenlously set with preclous
glones

What struck me as most remnrkable
about this assetnblnge and the hall In
which they were congregated was the
fact that the creatures were entirvely
ont of proportion to the desks. chalrs,
and other furnishings, these being of
n sige adapted te hnman beings soch
ns 1, whereas the great bulks of the
Martlans could scurcely hyve gqueezred
Inte the chualrs, nor was there room
heneath the desks for thelr long legs.
Evidently, then, there were other denl-
zgens on Mars than the wild and gro-
tesque crentures into whose hands 1
had fallen,

Our party had halted at the en-
trance 1o the bullding, and at o slen
from the leader T had been lowered
to the ground. Again locking hig arm
In mine, we had procesded Into the
gudience chamber, There were few
forma'itics observed o approaching

loaded

the Murtisn chieftain, My ecaptar
merely strode up to the rostrum, the
others making way. for him as he ad-
vaneed. The chleftaln rose to his
feet and uttered the pame of my es-
cort who. in tarn, haited and repeated
the name of the ruler fallowed by his
title,

My captor, whose pame wns Tars
Tarkas, evideatly explained briefly the
Incldents connected with his expedl-
tlon, Including my eapture, and when
he had concluded the chieftain nd-
dressod me at some length,

I replied in our good old English
tongie merely (o convinee him that
nelther of us could understand the
other: but 1 noticed that when I smiled
slightly on concludig he did likewlse,
This fuct nnd the similar occurrence
during my first talk with Tars Tarkas
convinced me that we had ar least
samething in common { the ability to
smlle, therefore to lnugh; denoting o
sense of humor. Bot 1 was to learn
thut the Martian smile Is merely pers
functory and that the Martinn laugh
Is n thing to cause strong men 1o
bilnneh with horror.

The 1deas of humor among the green
men of Mars are widely at variones
with our conceptlons of Incltants to
merriment. The death agonles of o
fellow belng are, to these strange cren
tures, provocative of the wildest hilar-
ity, while thelr chief form of comimon-
est amusement Is to Inflict death on
thelr prisoners of war in various in-
genfons and horrible ways

The apsembled warriors and chief-
tning examined me closely,
muscles und texture of my 2kin. The
principal chieftnin then evidently slg-
nified o desire to see me perform, and,
motioming® me to follow, he started
with Tars Tarkas for the open plaza.

Now, T had made no attempt to
wiillk, since my frst signal failure, ex.
cept while tightly grasping and flitting
abont among the desks and ehairs ke
some monstrous grasshopper. After
bruising mys=elf geverely, much to the
nmusement of the Martlans, I agaln
had recourse to creeping, but this did
not =uit them and 1 wt roughly
jerked to my feet by a toWering fel-
low who had laughed most heartily at
my misfortunes,

As he banged me down upon® my
feet hig face was bent close to mine
und 1 did the only thing a gentleman
might do under the circumstances of
brutality, boorishness and lack of con-
slderation for a stranger’s rights: [
swung my fist squarely to his jaw and
he went down lke a felled ox. As
he sunk to the floor 1 wheeled around
with my back toward the pearest desk,
expecting to be overwhelmed by the
vengeance of his fellows, hut deter-
mined to give them as good a bhattle
as the unequnl odds would permit be-
fore T gave up my life.

My fears were groundless, however,
a8 the other Martlans, at first struck
dumb with wonderment, finally broke
into wild penls of lunghter and ap-
plause. T did not recognize the ap-
plause as such, but later, when I had
become acqualnted with their customs,
1 learned that I had won what they
seldom secord. & munifestation of ap-
probntion,

The fellow whom I had stm.& Iny
where he had fallen, nor did any of his
mates approach him, Tars Tarkog ad-
vanced toward me, holding out one of
hig arms, und we thus proceeded to the
pinzn without forther mishap. 1 did
not, of course, know the reason for
which we had come to the open, hut
I was not long In helng enlightened
They first repented the word “sak"
n number of times, and then Tars Tar-
kns made severnl lumps, repesting
the same word hefore ench leap ; then,
turning to me, he sald. “Sak!" | saw
what they were after, and gathering
myself together I “sakked” with such
marvelous success that [ cleared =a
good hundred and ffty feet; nor did
I this time lose my eqguilibrivm, hut
landed squarely upon my feet without
falling. [ then returned by easy juinps
of twenty-filve or thirty feet to the
little group of warriors,

My exhibitlon had been
by several hundred lesser Martinns,
and they Immediately broke Into de.
mands for a repetition, Boar |
both hungry and thirsty, and
the repeated commands to "o
ehch time they were made I motioned
to my mouth and rubbed my stomach

Tard Tarkas and the chlef exchanged
a few words, and the former,
to n young female among the
gave bher some Insiraetions
tloned me to  accompuany her, I
grasped her proffered arm and to-
gether we crossad the plaza toward a
Iarge bullding on the far side

My falr companion was about eight

witnessed

WK
lgnored
sk

cilling
throng,

and  mo

feet tall, hoaving Just arrived st nin-
turity, but not yvet to her full height.
Bhe was of a light ollvegreen color,

with a smooth, glossy hide, Heor nnme,
ns 1 afterward learned, wns Soln and
she belonged to the retinoe aof Tars
Tarkas, She conducted me to n 8pn-
eclons chamher in one of the hullidings
fronting on the plaza, and which, from
the ltter of sllks und furs upon the
floor, T ook tp he the sleeping quar-
ters of seversl of the natives,

Sola motloned me to be seated upon
a pile of sliks near the center of the
roam, and, turning, made n pecullar
hissing sound, as though signaling to

feeling my o

[ |

some one In an adjoin'ng room. In
response to hef eall 1 obtnined my
first slght of a new Martiun wonder,
It waddled In on itg ten short legs,
and squatted down before the girl ke
an ohedlent poppy. The thing was
about the size of a Shetland pony, but
Ite head bore a mlight resemblance to
thut of a frog, except that the jaws
were equipped with three rows of
long, sharp tusks,

CHAPTER 111,

A Fight That Won Friends,

8oln stared Into the brute's wicked-
looking eyes, muftered a1 word or two
of commuand, [-nlu'lu'-ll to me, and leM
the chamber, The beast, after survey-
ing me Intently for 8 moment, crossed
the room to the only éxit which led to
the street and lay down full length
across the threshold.

This was my first experience with a
Martian wateh dog, but It was destined
not to be my lust, for this fellow
gunrded me carefully during the time
I remained a captive among these
green men, twice saving my life. and
never voluntarily being away from me
4 moment.

Sola returned bearing both food and
firink. These she placed on the floor
beside me, and seating herself a short

“In Response to Her Call | Obtained
My First Sight of a New Martian
Wonder.”

ways off regarided me Intently. The
food consisted of about & pound of
some solld snhstance of the consist-
oney of cheege and almost tasteless,
while the liquid was apparently milk
from gome animal. It came, as T later
discovered, not from an animal, as
there is only one mammal on Mars,
and that one very rare Indeed, but
from a large plant which grows pracs
tleally without water, but seems to
distill its plentiful supply of milk from
the products of the soll. the moisture
of the alr, and the rays of the sun,
A single plant of this specles will give
elght or ten quarts of milk per day,

After 1 had eaten [ was greatly In-
vigornted, but feeling the need of rest
I stretched out upon the silks and was
goon asleep. I must have slept sev-
ernl hours, as It was doark when 1
awoke, and I was very cold. 1 notlced
that someone had thrown a fur over
me, but It had become partially dis-
lowlged and In the darkness T could not
gee fo repluce it,  Suddenly n hand
reached out and pulled the fur over
me, shortly afterward adding nnother
1o my covering

I presumed that my watehfol gunrd-

lan was Sola, nor was | wrong. This
girl nlome, among all the green Mar-
tinns with whom 1 came in contact,

disclosesdt chinrncterintjes of sympathy,
kindliness and affection ; her ministra-

tlons to my bodily wante were unfatl-
ing, pnd her aolleltous care spved me
from much suffering and many hard-
shipm

As T wax to learn, the Martinn nlghts
are extremely eold, and nx there Is
proctienlly no twilight or dawn, the
ehnnges in temperstare are  sudden
und most gneomfortnhle, a8 are the

transitions from brilllant
dnrknes The nights are either brilll-
intly tlluminnted or very dark, for
If nelther of the two mwoons of Mars
linppemn In the =ky almost total
8 rosults, sinee the Inck of nte
rither, the wvery thin
falls to diMiuse the star
lght to any great extent ; on the other
hand, If both of the moons are in the
heavens at nlght the surface of the
hrightly 1omingted

tdaylight to

i he
darlones
masnihere or

atmaosphete,

ground Is

Alter Saln hnd replenlshed My Cov.
orings 1 ngnin slept, nor did I awaken
untll daylight, The other occupants
of the room, live in number, were nll
females and they were gtlll gleeping,
plied high with & motley array of

gllks and furs. Across the threshold
Iay stretched the sleepless guardinn
brute, Just a8 1 had last seen him on
the preceding day; spparently he had

not moved a musele; his eves were
fairly glued upon me, and 1 fell to
wondering jnst what might befall me

should T endeavor to psenpe

Another race of Martiane in
airships.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

The moon resembles a marriage cer-
tficate, because it bas something to
do with the tide,
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